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About Me:

• 2001-02: researcher on Washington, DC voucher evaluation

• 2005-12: lead analyst on Milwaukee voucher evaluation

• 2015-present: Louisiana voucher research teams

• 2017-present: Director of Oversight, USED R&D center on school 
choice

• 2017-2020: research-practice partnership, State of Michigan

• 2024: The Privateers: How Billionaires Created a Culture War and Sold 
School Vouchers 



What’s a Voucher?

1.) Does it provide public dollars for private, K-12 tuition?
• Direct appropriation?

• Tax expenditure?

2.) Are public school students eligible?

If (1) = YES and (2)= NO

☞☞☞ It’s a voucher









Federal Actions Under a New Trump Term?

• Tax Credit Scholarships:
• e.g. The Educational Choice for Children Act (ECCA)

• Based on state models

• Donors contribute to funds administered by third-party scholarship orgs.

• Expanded child tax credits (e.g. ARP)
• Refunds based on tax filings

• SCOTUS: mandatory vouchers, extending Espinosa, Pierce, Yoder
• This reasoning has failed in state courts but…

https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/H.R.-9462-Educational-Choice-for-Children-Act-of-2024-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/11/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-child-tax-credit-awareness-day-and-releases-guidance-for-unprecedented-american-rescue-plan-investments-to-support-parents-and-healthy-child-dev/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/01/17/betsy-devos-religious-liberty-schools-protected-first-amendment-column/4488287002/












Requiring Vouchers to Follow Public Rules 
HELPS! (source: Witte, et al 2014)







41% private schools receiving school vouchers in Wisconsin have failed/closed since 
the program began

Pop-up schools last less than 4 years after opening to receive taxpayer $$

















Notes:

• See https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-
briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf

• Thanks to the National Council for Public Education and the Center for 
Budget Policy Priorities for graphics; citations in the pictures. 

https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf
https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf
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