


About Me:

e 2001-02: researcher on Washington, DC voucher evaluation
e 2005-12: lead analyst on Milwaukee voucher evaluation
e 2015-present: Louisiana voucher research teams

e 2017-present: Director of Oversight, USED R&D center on school
choice

e 2017-2020: research-practice partnership, State of Michigan

e 2024: The Privateers: How Billionaires Created a Culture War and Sold
School Vouchers



What’s a Voucher?

1.) Does it provide public dollars for private, K-12 tuition?
* Direct appropriation?
* Tax expenditure?

2.) Are public school students eligible?

If (1) = YES and (2)= NO

= = = |t’'s g voucher



Private-School-Choice Programs Enacted, By Year

Bl Vvoucher

Education Savings Account (ESA)

Bl Tax-Credit Scholarship

- Tax-Credit ESA

Refundable Tax-credit
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Vermont (1869) and Maine (1873) had "town twitioning” programs estoblished prior to Milwaukee's 1990 voucher program.,

*Indicates an existing program that was loter significantly expanded to create a new universal program

Source: BEdLhowie
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‘2024 School Voucher Policy Movement

o

[ Defeated (9 + ID and TN)

. Expansion/funding
increase (12)

7/, Expansion threat (2)
[ New policy threat (2)

Note: North Carolina’s funding expansion has been vetoed by the governor. The general assembly has until the end
of the year to override the veto.



Voters Poised to Reject Private
School Vouchers in Three States

The results were part of a wave of ballot measure outcomes that
teachers’ unions had sought. Nevertheless, private-school choice
is growing nationwide.

EDUCATION School choice Add Topic +

Voters rejected multiple school
choice measures in 2024 election

I @ % Kayla Jimenez
' USA TODAY
Published 7:06 p.m. ET Nov. 6, 2024
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Federal Actions Under a New Trump Term?

* Tax Credit Scholarships:
e e.g. The Educational Choice for Children Act (ECCA)
* Based on state models
* Donors contribute to funds administered by third-party scholarship orgs.

* Expanded child tax credits (e.g. ARP)
e Refunds based on tax filings

* SCOTUS: mandatory vouchers, extending Espinosa, Pierce, Yoder
* This reasoning has failed in state courts but...



https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/H.R.-9462-Educational-Choice-for-Children-Act-of-2024-One-Pager.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/11/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-child-tax-credit-awareness-day-and-releases-guidance-for-unprecedented-american-rescue-plan-investments-to-support-parents-and-healthy-child-dev/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/01/17/betsy-devos-religious-liberty-schools-protected-first-amendment-column/4488287002/

THE FIFTY

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. GOP states are embracing vouchers.

Wealthy parents are benefitting.

VOllC lle rs I’IEll)il]g Falllilies All‘ea(ly Most of the beneficiaries are incoming kindergarteners or students already enrolled in
i j ivate schools.
in Private School, Early Data Show private schools

Critics say program amounts to subsidy for better-off families,

while supporters call it parent choice in action

POLITICO illustration/Photo by iStock



' 120% above budgeted costs

~ 153.7% above budgeted costs

 414% above budgeted costs

7" 519% above

810% above budgeted costs '

891% above budgeted costs

1,346% above budgeted costs
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Effect of School Vouchers on Math Achlevement Over Years and Program Size
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Source: Center for Evaluation & Education Policy, Indiana University Bloomington



Voucher Impacts on Student Outcomes As Harmful as

Natural Disasters (Measured in Standard Deviation)

T2

Indiana Vouchers
-0.15

Hurricane Katrina
-0.18

COVID-19 Pandemic
-0.28
Louisiana Vouchers
-04
Ohio Vouchers

-05

Standard Deviation: a quantity
calculated to indicate the
extent of deviation for a group
as a whole.

DC Vouchers

-013

NCPE

National Coalition for

' PUBLIC EDUCATION

Sources: https:/ /fordhaminstitate org/ohio/research/evaluation-ohios-edchoice-scholarship-program-selection- competition-and - performance/ :/fies ed gov/noee/pubs /20084023 //participation asp
htips:/ fwww aeaweb org/articles 7id=101257/app 20160634 1/ fwrarw americanprogress org/article/highly-negative-impacts-vouchers/

https:/fwww brookings edu/blog /brown-center-chalkboard/2022/03/03/the-pandemic-has-had-devastating -impacts-on-learning-what-will-it-take-to-help-students-catch-up/ :/ fwrarw nber org/papers/w24428

https://onlinelibrary ariley com/doi/full /10 1002/ pam 220867 casa_token=hWiMiwAuSy8AAAAA%IAKtaFnsCRtKPrF1ytH-fDOV7rigABFzlcHHpLVWUbSWCNzK4 2Rjv-1-4ldxGNY KZKCApSvimVL_yRYE 1/ fcepr.org/voxeun/columns/replicating -successful-charter-schools-boston



CHALKBEAT

CHARTERS & CHOICE VOUCHERS

Do voucher students’ scores bounce back
after initial declines? New research says no

By Matt Barnum | Apr 23, 2019, 12:01am EST



Requiring Vouchers to Follow Public Rules
HELPS! i s

Mean MPCP Achievement (All Students)
Point Estimate and 95% Confidence Interval
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The Revolving Door of Voucher Programs

For most students, private school
voucher programs are not a
meaningful educational option. In
states like Indiana, Louisiana and
Wisconsin, roughly 20% of students
leave voucher programs each year,
either because they give up the
payment or because schools push
them out. In Florida, where
vouchers just expanded, that
number is even higher: around 30%
per year in pre-expansion data.

Sources: https://edworkingpapers org/sites/default /files/ai22-635 pdf - P
https://educati halli 1a org/files/publications/Mills-Wolf-Effects-of-LSP- dent-Achi After-Three-Years.pdf NC PE National Coalition for
https:/fuwr jstor.org/stable /41419456 ' PUBLIC EDUCATION

https:/ fwww urban.org furban-wire/most-student: ive-florida-pri hool-chod holarship-two-y




CHALKBEAT

CHARTERS & CHOICE

Betsy DeVos's explanation for negative
voucher results: Program was ‘not very well
conceived’

By Matt Barnum | May 6, 2019, 3:05pm EST
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School failure in Milwaukee's school voucher
program

41% private schools receiving school vouchers in Wisconsin have failed/closed since
the program began

Pop-up schools last less than 4 years after opening to receive taxpayer $S



Vouchers ease start-up stress for
churches seeing demand for more
Christian schools




THE HECHINGER REPORT Covering Innovation & Inequality in Education TOPICS  ABOUT  DONATE O\

THE WEST

Arizona gave families public money for

private schools. Then private schools
raised tuition

Critics worry that the state’s new universal school choice program is a subsidy for the affluent

by NEAL MORTON November 27, 2023




1 PROPUBLICA

Investigative Journalism in the Public Interest

Education

In an Unprecedented Move,
Ohio Is Funding the
Construction of Private
Religious Schools

The state is giving millions in taxpayer dollars directly to private schools to
help them renovate and expand their campuses. It may be the next frontier in
the push to increase the use of school vouchers, proponents say.
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Private School Choice:

Federal Actions Needed to Ensure Parents Are Notified About Changes in Rights for
Students with Disabilities
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CHARTERS & CHOICE VOUCHERS

Choice for most: In nation’s largest voucher

program, $16 million went to schools with anti-
LGBT policies

By Julia Donheiser | Aug 10, 2017, 6:30am EST
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False choice: Wisconsin taxpayers
support schools that can discriminate

Dozens of voucher schools have policies that allow them to exclude LGBTQ+ students or those with disabilities. In many cases, it’s

legal.

bv Phoebe Petrovic / Wisconsin Watch A 4
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Notes:

* See https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-
briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf

* Thanks to the National Council for Public Education and the Center for
Budget Policy Priorities for graphics; citations in the pictures.


https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf
https://ceep.indiana.edu/education-policy/policy-briefs/2022/evolving-evidence-on-school-voucher-effects.pdf
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